Objective: The production of hydrogen peroxide (n202) from different strains of lactobacilli in the vagina has been proposed to play one of the most important protective roles in the vaginal defense system. New data have, however, suggested that Drderlein's bacteria, with the morphological appearance of long lactobacilli, have a low production of n202. 
either Chlamydia trachomatis or Neisseria gonorrhoea, s and women with bacterial vaginosis. 6 Other risk groups are women who have had at least legal abortion, 4 nulliparous women, 7 women at later gestational ages, 8 women with vaginal leucocytosis, 9 and women whose abortions are performed bv lessexperienced surgeons.
A recently published study reported that the preoperative treatment of bacterial vaginosis with metronidazole before legal abortion reduces the incidence of postoperative infection from 12 The infection rate in relation to gestational age showed a linear decline from the 7th week (11.0%) until the lth week (1.6%). Neither the 6th nor the 12th week was included in the logistic analysis because of small numbers (Fig. 2) .
The medical experience of the operating physician was considered because it has been reported to be of importance. Senior Our study points out the need to reconsider our concept of"normal" lactobacilli and to give priority to research on human lactobacilli.
